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A comprehensive guide to edged weapons, from early stone age flint hand axes to the swords of

World War I
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Harvey J S Withers has held a lifelong passion for sharp-edged weapons and for many years has

been a successful dealer in antique military swords. He is the author of British Military Swords 1786

to 1912: The Regulation Patters; World Swords 1400 to 1945 (both Studio Jupiter Military

Publishing) and The Scottish Sword 1600-1945 (Paladin Press).

A superb "coffee table book", excellent pictures, historical text is a bit terse and limited, but provides

context and useage info for each weapon described. Different types of weapons are grouped

logically. A good reference book for bladed weapon enthusiasts and bladesmiths.

This book has hundreds of good sword pictures and comments about the individual swords

pictured. A lot of good information, and I am certainly happy with my purchase. I have spend several

happy hours with it. I do recommend it highly. However, I find it just a little dry, with its standard

format of 3 swords with 3 paragraphs per page, and enjoyed "Swords and hilt weapons" more, with

its dozens of interesting articles by many scholars, with fewer pictures. I would recomend it as your

first sword book. If you are a serious collector or sword aficionado, you really should have both



books.

Don't just read the book! Start forging!

If you love swords and sabers this book is for you

A good concise visual history of swords.

Instantly upon opening it I knew it was well worth the money spent. The pictures are amazing and

extensive. I immediately ordered the book on knives and daggers to go with this.

Not only is the content of the book great, but the pictures are beautiful. I'm a hobbyist bladesmith

and know something of the history of swords and knives throughout the world, but this book had a

few surprises in it for me. All of that being said, it is written in a very approachable manner, the

information easy to find and elegantly delivered.

Very helpful. General identification only.
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